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Description automatically generated]SAFETY ALERT

The below information has been issued on behalf of the EFFC
to make others aware of the potential risks and
possible precautions to take in order to avoid these.

		
	Date/Time of Incident:
	February 2025


	

	Type of Incident:	
	
Fuel cube/bowser lid hazard


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nature of Incident/Injury:
	Minor cut to bottom of nose caused by falling fuel cube lid
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Details of Incident:
	A minor injury was caused recently when an Operative had opened the fuel cube to refuel plant. Whilst retrieving the hose, the wind blew the lid shut, pushing the Operatives head down towards the bowser causing a cut at the bottom of his nose.
First aid was given and the fuel cube was taken out of operation whilst the investigation took place.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Root cause (if known):
	On Investigation, the fuel cube was found to have had the two hydraulic rams missing that hold the lid in place. If these were fitted, it would have held the lid in place securely and an accident could have been avoided. On further investigation, we found that there are other fuel cubes being used that also have the hydraulic rams missing.

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Action Taken:
	Ensure that any fuel cubes/bowsers are inspected when they arrive on site. Complete the Fuel cube/bowser inspection checklist which can be found under Daily Plant Inspections section on the VE App.

Complete the inspection checklist on a weekly basis after that.

Report any issues with plant and equipment through the Plant Defect Reporting section on the VE App to ensure that any appropriate action or maintenance can be carried out.

Continue to report any accidents, incidents, near misses or hazards in relation to plant and equipment on the Notification system to enable us to identify potential issues and to ensure that improvements can be made.
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	Lessons Learnt:

	The accident was reported promptly and gave enough information and photographs to allow a thorough investigation to take place.

One of the early actions that was identified was that the fuel cubes/bowsers did not currently form part of the plant inspections. If they were, issues like this could have been identified sooner. A checklist has now been developed and included as part of these maintenance inspections.
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