
  

A Meeting of the EFFC Sustainability WG to be held on 

Wednesday 25th May 2022 from 10:00-12:00 (BST)/11:00-

13:00 (CET) via Teams.  

  

Attendees: 

Alice Berry       UK 

Luke Deamer       UK  

Chris Harnan      UK 

Patrick IJnsen      Netherlands 

Jan Kreuziger       Norway  

Ayelen Ottaviani     France 

Alexander Rostert     Germany 

Ruben Van den Broeck     Belgium 

Gerald Verbeek      America 

Alexander Zöhrer     Austria 
Present: 

  Kathryn de Rochefort      EFFC Secretariat  

  Ciaran Jennings      EFFC Secretary 
 

Owner Action Deadline 

C Jennings To amend the corporate sustainability reporting directive (CSRD) 

guidance. 

Next Meeting  

Carbon 

Reporting TG 

Create an email that will go out to companies requesting them to 

complete the carbon reporting spreadsheet and send to Chris for 

review. 

Next Meeting  

C Jennings  Arrange a meeting between Leo Schmitt and Alex Z, Rick, Alex R and 

Jeroen. 

Next Meeting 

C Jennings  

C Harnan 

Look at addressing the issues raised about working group 
representation.    

Ongoing  

C Jennings  

C Harnan 

To contact the other two organisations (CPE & Construction Alliance 
2050) after meeting with Koen Coppenholle of CEMBUREAU. 

Next Meeting  

Carbon 

Report TG 

Carbon Reporting Spreadsheet  

1. To create an explanatory document to go along with the 
Reporting spreadsheet.  

2. To come back with a minimum of 6 companies that are 
willing to report their carbon consumption from each 
member country. 

 
 

 

Next Meeting 

L Deamer  

A Berry  

C Jennings 

1. Alice and Luke to be involved in the next CWG meeting of 

2022 to inform on them on what the SWG are doing.    

2. Alice to provide useful bullet points for the meeting.   

22nd June 



3. Ciaran to advise LD + AB when the next meeting of the 
contracts working group will be held.  

 

P IJnsen To create a PowerPoint presentation about the Carbon Reduction 

Guide and the relating legislation to present to National 

Federations.  

8th July  

ALL To read the CSRD, CBAM and the ETS documents to offer any 

comments or changes.  

Next Meeting 

C Jennings  To send on the legislation documents to James Kratz. Next Meeting  

C Jennings To discuss with Daniel how information can be added to the carbon 

reporting questionnaire.  

Next Meeting  

C Harnan 1. To create a spreadsheet with all the TGs and current 

volunteers. 

2. Circulate the spreadsheet to the group. 

ASAP 

P IJnsen  To take the TGs to his colleagues and get any volunteers. Next Meeting 

ALL To review the FIEC paper on the EU Commission proposal on Due 

Diligence (link provided in the agenda) and offer feedback to Chris 

and Ciaran. 

Next Meeting 

C Jennings  To make the EFFC Carbon Reduction Guide more visible when 

searching on Google.  

ASAP 

C Jennings  To send the SWG links for the DFI webinars.  30th May 

 

 

 No. Minutes   

1.   Apologies  

 

Jaap Estie (Netherlands), Bjorn Bohle (Germany), Luca Bruni (Italy) 

and Rick Riggelink (Netherlands).  

 

2.  Introductions  

Chris welcomed all of the new members of the EFFC/DFI 

sustainability group Gerald Verbeek, Ayelen Ottaviani, and Patrick 

IJnsen.  

Chris stated that it has been agreed that the resources of DFI 

Europe will join the EFFC SWG group. Gerald will continue to head 

up the DFI Sustainability Committee with members mostly 

covering North America (although anyone is able to join). This is to 

stop division of resources and promote collaborative working. 

 

The EFFC and DFI will each separately produce one guide at a time. 

Each group will then input on the other group’s guide before 

publication. This will ensure a faster, more efficient output of 

sustainability guides, as well as allowing for co-branding of the 

sustainability guides.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gerald added that cooperation is the best way forward and the DFI 

need to revisit the Carbon Reduction Guide as it was solely written 

by the EFFC. Gerald continued that they would also like to create a 

TG to look at such things as the Carbon Calculator and create a TG 

based on the Energy Piles document sent round today.  

 

Chris agreed with all points and there were no objections from the 

members. 

 

 

 

3.  Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 10th 

March 2022 

 

The previous meeting minutes were approved.   

 

 

 

4.  DFI/EFFC Berlin Post Conference Review 

 

Chris stated he felt the conference went well but felt the University 

premises were not up to standard considering the cost involved for 

exhibitors.  

 

Gerald felt considering the pandemic we had a good number of 

attendees. It was good for everyone to be together and although 

the facilities were not ideal it was a great networking opportunity.  

 

Alice added that a lot of people were talking about sustainability 

which was positive for this group but also highlighted that the pool 

of attendees was unrepresentative. Luke agreed and stated that 

there was some duplication between sessions that have hopefully 

been addressed. There was some general discussion about a lack 

of diversity at the conference and ways to make it more accessible 

in future years. 

 

  

5.  Overview of EFFC SWG + DFI Sustainability WG activities and 

projects 

 

Chris asked how we present CSRD, CBAM and ETS. Ciaran 

suggested that we can add them to the website, circulate to the 

Executive group and possibly do a presentation about the coming 

legislation to address the Federations directly. 

 

Luke highlighted that CBAM and ETS relate to the Carbon 

Reduction guide and could be hosted on the same part of the 

website as reference if anyone would like further detail.  

Luke also suggested that you get more buy-in on the need for more 

sustainability from the CSRD legislation as it is more holistic, and 

we can discuss it broadly with our members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forumcourt.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EbhHPk0o7YhMv3gT25ejnnQBF1QbDQwcit5wEOE3Z30hLQ?e=qZJS05


Chris felt that having one person to discuss with the local 

federations is a good idea, we need to produce a PowerPoint 

based on the Carbon Reduction Guide and these three briefing 

documents to do a 15–20-minute presentation at their 

executive/sustainability meetings. Patrick volunteered to create a 

presentation; Chris highlighted that everyone would need to offer 

their input for case studies etc. 

 

Luke highlighted that it would also be worth adding the other 

legislation outlined in the carbon reduction guide.  

 

Patrick suggested that it might be worth getting case studies 

together and present to smaller companies to assist with 

implementation.  

 

Chris asked the group to read all of the documents and offer any 

comments or changes. Ciaran will send the documents onto James 

Kratz to make them look more in keeping and professional. 

 

 

• Energy Piles Guide 

 

Chris proposed that someone from DFI head up the Energy Piles 

TG, Alice to head up Circular Economy TG, someone from DFI to 

handle biodiversity, Luca Bruni and Kimberly Martin to head up 

carbon calculator TG, and someone from EFFC to head up the 

carbon reporting initiative. 

 

Chris asked the group if there are any volunteers for Energy Pile TG 

from the EFFC. Luke suggested that we can contact the UK Heat 

Pump Association, Ciaran added that he can also speak to the Heat 

Pump Federation and Frank Haehnig as he had indicated that there 

is some expertise in Germany.  

 

Ruben stated that they have experience with energy piles in 

Belgium. Patrick stated that they have a business unit and a testing 

centre for energy piles. Alexander R indicated that he has 

experience with energy piles and questioned what this guide 

would cover, installation, economic impact etc.  

 

Gerald stated that the purpose of the guide is to set out good 

practice guidelines for designing and installing a ground source 

heat solution or an energy pile that incorporates a GSHP. 

 

Alice added that Arup have experience with energy piles, and she 

can contact colleagues that may be able to offer useful input. 

 

 

 

 

 

P IJnsen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

C Jennings  



Luke highlighted that we need to consider the extra standards we 

need to work to within Europe that should added to the guide. 

 

Ruben stated that there is a handbook on energy piles from the 

Netherlands that could be help inform the guide.  

 

Chris stated that he will request volunteers after the meeting. 

Alice added that a man at the conference stated an interest in 

joining. Alexander R will send over his business card information to 

Chris, Ciaran, and Alice. Who will contact him? 

 

6.  EFFC/DFI Sustainability Guides Roadmap 

 

Chris stated that we need volunteers for groups for Energy Piles 

[the DFI have already drafted a guide], Circular Economy, 

Biodiversity, the Carbon Calculator, updating the Carbon Reduction 

Guide [to be handled by the DFI] and the carbon reporting 

initiative.   

 

Chris asked the group how they feel about biodiversity being the 

topic of the next guide. Luke added that these subjects have been 

based on the EFFC Roadmap, created by asking members what 

their priorities surrounding the UN SDG’s. Biodiversity is heavily 

linked to taxonomy, we also have TNFD (taskforce on Nature based 

Financial Disclosures) which looks at natural capital, putting a price 

on different aspects of biodiversity. In relation to geotechnical 

companies, we would need to make an assessment. 

 

There was some debate if biodiversity should be the next topic or 

whether the groups should focus more on social sustainability. 

Alice recommended having a social sustainability guide focusing on 

wellbeing, education, and gender equality. The group suggested 

looking at the UN SDG’s 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 with a nod to 1, 2 and 16.  

 

Gerald felt that this would be too broad, it is better to have a more 

precise guide, but this may require more thought. 

Group agreed to the title being ‘Attracting, retaining and 

developing staff’ for now. Gerald will take point on the guide.  

 

 

7.  EFFC/DFI Carbon Calculator 

 

Luca to take up the lead on the Carbon Calculator, as co-chair with 

Kimberly Martin from the DFI. Ciaran stated that both Alex R and 

Alex Z were involved previously. Alex Z and Christoph Black to join 

the group. Kimberly and Luca can arrange the people to join the 

group.  

 



 

Gerald stated that he would like to be involved and update the 

calculator. Gerald will consult with the DFI sustainability group. 

 

Luke suggested that Rick and Jeroen may be interested.  

 

8.  Carbon Reporting initiative 

 

Luke and Jan volunteered to take part in the carbon reporting 

initiative TG, the DFI will also participate within this group. 

 

Ciaran presented the draft questionnaire for the carbon reporting 

and suggested that thought is given as to how we want to collect 

the data. 

 

Luke questioned if we could give companies the option to input the 

raw fuel data that can then be converted or input the 

precalculated carbon numbers. Ciaran will discuss with Daniel 

within his team who is designing the MS Forms data capture 

questionnaire.  

 

Chris will assemble a spreadsheet with all of the TG and those who 

have volunteered. Then the rest of the group can then volunteer or 

be assigned. Patrick will take the TGs to his colleagues to gather 

volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C Jennings 

 

C Harnan 

P IJnsen 

9.  FIEC  

 

• Sustainability Vision published (circulated) 

Luke reported that this has been shared with the whole SWG. This 

was FIEC’s first attempt at explaining how we can impact the SDGs 

as the construction industry. Although currently the EFFC is further 

ahead in its sustainability journey, we ensured this vision included 

infrastructure and maintained significant influence over this 

document.  

 

• EU Commission proposal on Due Diligence  

Ciaran reported that FIEC are trying to form a position on this 

issue. The link has been provided in the Agenda, Chris asked the 

group if everyone can read and give any comments to Chris and 

Ciaran. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL 

10.  AOB  

 

Alice stated that when you Google the EFFC Carbon Reduction 

Guide it doesn’t come up, Ciaran will look into making it more 

readily available.  

 

 

 

C Jennings 

 



 

Gerald stated that on the last Tuesday in June there will be a 

webinar that may be useful 4pm (CET) about the carbon calculator, 

one for deep foundation and one for ground investigations.  

We also have a ‘ITS Money’ webinar on June 1st which will present 

case studies about testing and how it saves money and carbon. If 

anyone wants to participate, then Gerald can involve you. Ciaran 

will send link round to all members if they wish to participate. 
 https://www.dfi.org/its-money-2022/ 
 

Ciaran suggested that in the future we could offer role-based 

sustainability training to members.  

 

Luke reported that he will present the Carbon Reduction Guide at a 

ground engineering conference and there is an opportunity to 

write a short article for Ground Engineering magazine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C Jennings  

11.  Date of the Next Meeting: 

  

Wednesday 24th August 2022 14:00-16:00 (GMT) 15:00-17:00 (CET) 

  

 

 

  

https://www.dfi.org/its-money-2022/

