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Inspection Regimes and Inspection Periods
The following is a summary of the inspection regimes and inspection periods in EFFC Member countries.  It has been compiled in good faith, but the EFFC takes no responsibiilty for any inaccuracies and the EFFC shall not be held liability for any loss, damage, or claim of any kind sustained by any person or organisation as a result of reliance upon its contents.
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	Country
	Machinery check – who and how often?

	
	1st use
	Yearly or >
	otherwise
	After major modifications

	Europe 
	„Conformity“ according Machinery Directive (MD); CE (type approval for „annex IV machines“

Responsible: Manufacturer

Check frequency: no special requirements (For EMM, drill and piling rigs → additional requirements for cranes)

	Austria
	CE mark
	ABC*, every 4 years AB*
· A: whit hole, civil engineering, TÜV

· B: engineering department, elevator keeper

· C: internal competent person for example asbestos, quartz
	
	ABC*, every 4 years AB*

	Belgium
	External organisation 

(notified body)
	External organisation

(notified body)
	External organisation (three monthly) (notified body)
	Same as first use

	Czech Republic
	Conformity according Machinery Directive (MD); Law 387/2001EU by manufacturer

	External Organisation or internal „competent person“ once a year
	
	

	France
	External organisation
	External Organisation or internal („competent person“) – frequency depending on machinery (usually yearly or twice a year)
	
	

	Germany 
	CE mark
	Internal („competent person“). Frequency acc. and company internal risk assessment (yearly)
	
	Internal („competent person“)
(For EMM, drill and piling rigs → additional requirements for cranes)

	Hungary 
	
	Only certified supervisor. 

Min. 5 years. If the manufacturer demands it, then more often.

	
	

	Spain 
	External organisation
	External organisation:
· Yearly for machines over 10 years

· Every 2 years for machines between 6 and 10 years

· Every 3 years for machines < 6 years (just for cranes)
· 
	Internal („competent person“), every 6 months
	

	Sweden
	External organisation (after 36 months)
	Extern. org. after 36 + 24 months 

Extern org. then yearly 
	
	

	Switzerland 
	CE mark 
	Internal („competent person“). Frequency is open to company internal risk assessment (usually yearly)
_______

For all machines there is a new directive for licences coming 2009/2010. For cranes and forklifts there are additional licences needed.
	
	After major modifications or special occurrences by internal organisation (competed person)

	The Netherlands
	External organisation
	-
	
	After new assembly by external organisation or competed person


	

Country
	Ropes 

	
	Only deep foundation use 

(safety factor)
	Used for lifting 
(safety factor)
	Top lifting protection
	Rope-winch protection

	Europe
	EN 791: 3,00

EN 996: 3,55
	MD: 5,00
	Automatic stop (compulsory)
	EN 791 and EN 996: min. 3 revolutions left on the winch

	Austria
	According to relevant EU standards 
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards

	Belgium
	3,55
	5
	Automatic stop (compulsory)
	min. 3 revolutions left on the winch (compulsory)

	Czech Republic
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards

	France
	EN 791: 3,00

EN 996: 3,55
	5 
	Automatic stop (compulsory)
	min. 3 revolutions left on the winch (compulsory)

	Germany 
	According to relevant EU standards 
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards

(compulsory)
	According to relevant EU standards

	Hungary 
	6 (to be checked every 6 months)
	6 (to be checked every 6 months)
	Compulsory, it has to be checked at the beginning of every work-shift.
	Compulsory, it has to be checked at the beginning of every work-shift.

	Spain 
	6
	6
	Automatic stop (compulsory)
	min. 3,5 revolutions left on the winch (compulsory)

	Sweden
	According to relevant EU standards 
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards
	According to relevant EU standards

	Switzerland 
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV 
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV (compulsory)
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV




	Country
	Lifting equipment

	
	Check
	Who and frequency
	Safety factor

	Europe
	No common rules! 
	No common rules! 
	No common rules! 

	Austria
	See machinery 
	See machinery 
	See machinery 

	Belgium
	Certificate (external organisation)
	Three monthly (external organisation)
	5

	Czech Republic
	See machinery 
	See machinery 
	See machinery 

	France
	Twice a year by external organisation 
	Control report 
	

	Germany 
	See machinery (no special requirements)
	See machinery (no special requirements)
	

	Hungary 
	-
	-
	-

	Spain 
	Certificate (external organisation)
	by external organisation
	

	Sweden
	Yearly 
	by external organisation
	

	Switzerland 
	National construction association standard, Verordnung AZSBV 
	by internal organisation (competent person)
	





	



Country
	Working at height 
	Fuel tank check
	High visibility clothing 
	Manual lifting (maximum)

	
	Limit value 
	Harness check by 
	Who? 
	When?
	
	

	Europe
	No limit value – “risk assessment”
	????
	No common rule!
	No common rule!
	No common rule!
	25 kg 

	Austria
	· > 2m 

· 1 m traffic ways, holes in the ground

0 m working besides water 
	Measures: 

Fixed guards; safety scaffold; safety harness  

Competent person (yearly)
	No regulations on construction sites, mobile tanks (IBC) based on ADR
	
	General: Compulsory (EN 471)
- tunnelling

- along roads 

- along railways
	The discussion about that issue is going on 

	Belgium
	> 2 m 


	Measure: 

Fall protection
External org. (yearly)
	External org.
	Every 3 years 
	General: advised not compulsory 
Along roads: compulsory (orange/yellow)
Along railways: compulsory (only yellow)
	25 kg 

	Czech Rep.
	> 2 m 


	Measure: 

Fall protection

Internal competent pers. (yearly)
	External org.
	yearly
	General: advised not compulsory 

Along roads: compulsory (green)

Along railways: compulsory (spec. requirements)
	55 kg for men

25 kg for woman

	France
	No limit value since 2004 
	External org. or comp. pers. (yearly)
	External org.
	??
	General: advised not compulsory

Along roads: compulsory (orange or yellow – class 2)

Along railways: special requirements
	55 kg (medical check)

	Germany 
	> 2 m 


	Measures: 

Fixed guards; safety scaffold; safety harness  

Manufacturers’ adv. & internal risk assessment (yearly)
	External org.
	Every 5 years
	General: advised not compulsory

Along roads: compulsory (orange)

Along railways: special requirements
	25 kg 

	Hungary
	> 2 m guard railing, and personal pro-tection (safety belt)
	Measures: 

Fixed guards; safety harness 

Local manager 
	At the petrol station
	-
	Compulsory if there are mobile machinery on the site 
	· For men 50 kg

· For women 25 kg

· For young people: 15-20 kg 

	Spain 
	> 2 m 


	Measure: 

Fall protection

Internal/external organisation (before use and yearly )
	External org.
	Every 10 years
	General: advised not compulsory

Along roads: compulsory (orange or yellow

Along railways: compulsory (only yellow)
	· 35 kg for eventual works 

· 25 kg for continuous works

	Sweden
	> 2 m 


	Measures: 

Fixed guards; safety scaffold; safety harness  

Internal (yearly)
	External org.
	Every 3-12 years depending on type 
	General: all working sites affected by any traffic – compulsory according to EN 471


	25 kg 

	Switzerland 
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV
	According to national standards as SECURO, EKAS, AZSBV
	External org.
	Every 5 years
	General: advised not compulsory

Along roads: compulsory (orange)

Along railways: special requirements
	25 kg 




	Country
	Noise
	Operator 

	
	Lower action value
	Upper action value
	Limit value 
	Training
	Medical check

	Europe
	80 dB(A)
	85 dB(A)
	87 dB(A)
	No common rules!
	No common rules!

	Austria
	80 dB(A)

PPE advised
Instruction

Medical check advised 


	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Signing medical check
	
	Employers’ responsibility; working/travelling in public traffic zones 
Minimal training: “Training” driving licence (sufficient) 

Optional: Many courses “on the market” but no legal requirements, internal trainings 
	

	Belgium
	80 dB(A) 

PPE advised

Instruction

Medical check advised 


	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Signing 
medical check
	87 dB(A)

Direct action

Identification of the cause

Preventive action to avoid repetition
	Minimal training: within company
Optional: ODF-MOD II
	Compulsory (yearly)

	Czech Republic
	80 dB(A) 

PPE advised

Instruction

Medical check advised 
	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Signing 

medical check

	87 dB(A)

Direct action

Identification of the cause

Preventive action to avoid repetition
	Minimal training: within the company (optional)


	Compulsory (yearly)

	France
	80 dB(A) 

PPE advised

Instruction
	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Action to reduce noise 
	87 dB(A)

Limit value with PPE 


	?
	Compulsory (once every two years or yearly or every 6 months (depending on the type of work or risk encountered)

	Germany 
	80 dB(A) 

PPE advised

Instruction

Medical check advised 


	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Signing medical check
	?? dB(A)


	Employers’ responsibility; working/travelling in public traffic zones 

Minimal training: “Training” driving licence (sufficient) 

Optional: Many courses “on the market” but no legal requirements, internal trainings
	Not compulsory (but for special professions/trades)

Must be offered to the employees 

	Hungary 
	
	
	> 85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory


	Driver licence is compulsory. For big machinery with medical check; for simple equipment driving licence is sufficient. 
	Before employment medical check is compulsory, afterwards yearly

	Spain 
	80 dB(A) 

PPE advised

Instruction

Medical check advised 


	85 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Signing medical check
	87 dB(A)

Direct action

Identification of the cause

Preventive action to avoid repetition
	Minimal training: within the company


	Compulsory (yearly)

	Sweden
	According to relevant EU Standards (or see Germany)
	According to relevant EU Standards (or see Germany)
	According to relevant EU Standards (or see Germany)
	Minimal training: site and rig operators 

6 days theory; 5400 total practical training hours of which 3600 in foundation.

For rig operators 1200 of 3600 hours in rig
	Compulsory risk assessment and according to physical agent directive (vibration and noise)

	Switzerland 
	80 dB(A) 

Decree of noise of the Swiss government and cities 

Instruction

Medical check by SUVA
	90 dB(A) 

PPE compulsory

Instruction

Action to reduce noise 

Medical check by SUVA
	95 dB(A)

Direct action

Identification of the cause

Monetary fine 
	Employers’ responsibility; working/travelling in public traffic zones 

Minimal training: “Training” driving licence (sufficient) 

Optional: Many courses “on the market” but no legal requirements, internal trainings
	Not compulsory (but for special professions/trades)
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