
As discussed during our last EFFC working group meeting in Paris, underneath you find the legal 
Belgian text about “temporary or mobile construction sites” and the role of the safety coordinator. 
(direct link to the website - http://www.employment.belgium.be/defaultTab.aspx?id=600 ) 

A temporary or mobile construction site means any construction site at which building or civil 

engineering works are carried out; a list of such works is laid down by the Crown. 

The following parties are involved in temporary or mobile construction sites: 

 The client: the natural or legal person for whom a project is carried out.  

 The project supervisor: the natural or legal person responsible for the design or execution 

or supervision of execution of a project, acting on behalf of the client. These tasks are 

assigned to three separate persons: the project supervisor responsible for the design, the 

project supervisor responsible for execution and the project supervisor responsible for 

supervising the execution. The reason for this is the need to take account of the reality on 

the building site. The project supervisor responsible for the design may be an architect or an 

engineering firm, for instance for the construction of technical installations. Public 

institutions often designate a person who in connection with public procurement should 

verify compliance with the law. This person may be regarded as the project supervisor 

responsible for supervising execution.  

 The contractor: the natural or legal person who performs activities during the execution of 

the project, irrespective of whether he is an employer or self-employed person or an 

employer who works on the site together with his workers. 

However, a private person who carries out work himself is not regarded as a contractor. 

This concept also differs from the concept of the project supervisor responsible for 

execution. The latter is the person who bears full responsibility for the execution of a 

construction project whereas the concept of contractor in the present context refers to those 

who effectively carry out the activities. However, this does not mean that the project 

supervisor responsible for execution may be a "contractor" in the usual sense of the term. In 

this case, he is in practice often referred to as the main contractor.  

 The coordinator for safety and health matters in the project design stage: the person 

entrusted by the client or project supervisor with ensuring safety and health coordination in 

the project design stage.  

 The coordinator for safety and health matters in the project execution stage: the 

person entrusted by the client, the project supervisor responsible for execution or the project 

supervisor responsible for supervision of execution with ensuring safety and health 

coordination in the project execution stage.  

 The workers.  

In the execution of the project, the client, the project supervisor responsible for execution or the 

project supervisor responsible for supervision of execution are responsible for organising the 

coordination of the activities of all persons present on the construction site and cooperation between 

them. This applies equally when they are present on the construction site simultaneously or in 

succession. 
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They are also responsible for designating a safety and health coordinator during the implementation 

of the project. 

The first project supervisor responsible for execution who operates on the site should serve prior 

notice to the competent authority that a construction site is being set up, if this is required. 

All contractors must comply with the safety and health provisions laid down by royal decree. This 

applies to ordinary employers and to self-employed persons and employers who themselves work 

on the site together with their employees. 

The project supervisor responsible for execution, the contractors and the subcontractors should for 

the project also be able to seek the assistance of other contractors and subcontractors. 

In the present context, subcontractor means a contractor within the meaning of this Act who 

carries out work for another contractor. In order to guarantee the safety and health of all workers, 

various levels of responsibility should be established, reflecting the place which each contractor 

occupies in the project chain. This scheme assumes the existence of a vertical relationship in which 

a project supervisor responsible for execution seeks the assistance of contractors. However, it may 

be that the client himself chooses various contractors without procuring the services of a project 

supervisor. In this case, there is no vertical relationship but a horizontal one between various 

contractors operating on the same level. In this case, it must be accepted that the client himself 

plays the role of project supervisor responsible for execution of the project. 

The project supervisor responsible for execution is at the top of the pyramid. He has the 

following obligations: 

 he must comply with the safety and health requirements himself  

 he must ensure that they are complied with by all contractors and subcontractors involved in 

executing the project, even if he only has an indirect link with these contractors or 

subcontractors  

 he must also ensure compliance by the workers  

The contractor has the following obligations: 

 he himself must comply with the safety and health requirements  

 he must ensure that his own direct subcontractor complies with them  

 he must also ensure that his subcontractor's subcontractors and every other subcontractor 

down the line comply with them  

 he must ensure that the workers comply with them  

 he must ensure that anyone posting workers to him complies with them  

The subcontractor has the following obligations: 

 he himself must comply with the safety and health requirements  

 he must ensure that his own direct subcontractor complies with them  



 he must ensure that his own workers and his direct subcontractor's workers comply with 

them  

 he must ensure that anyone posting workers to him complies with them  

In the public sector, the Act on public procurement remains in force. However, in applying this Act 

account will have to be taken of the principles laid down in the Welfare Act. 

In accordance with Article 87 of the Welfare Act, imprisonment from eight days to one year and/or a 

fine of €50 to €2000 (to be multiplied by 5.5) may be imposed on any persons involved in carrying 

out the project who fail to comply with the provisions on workers' welfare. An administrative fine may 

be imposed on them of between €250 and €5000. 

Moreover, Article 32 makes provision for the possibility of setting up a coordination structure on the 

construction site. This structure may involve, among others, the project supervisors, representatives 

of the contractors and of the workers, and prevention advisers. The setting-up of such a structure 

depends on the scope of the construction site and the degree of the risks. The intention is that only 

large-scale construction sites are required to establish such a coordination structure. 

The specific implementing procedures of the principles set out above are laid down in the Royal 

Decree of 25 January 2001 on temporary or mobile construction sites. 

Best regards, 
 
Luc 
 
Luc VAN HECKE 
Health, Safety & Quality Manager (H.S.Q.M.) 
Franki Foundations Belgium 
 

Phone:   + 32 2 391 46 79 
Fax :       + 32 2 391 38 58 
Mobile:   + 32 499 52 79 95 
E-mail:    luc.vanhecke@ffgb.be 
www.ffgb.be 
 
2, Avenue Edgard Frankignoul 
1480 Saintes (Belgium) 
TVA : BE 0462.910.526 
 

 
 

  Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

 

      
 

mailto:luc.vanhecke@ffgb.be
http://www.ffgb.be/

